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Most Important Moments  
in Sports 2011 



w9![ {thw¢{ϰ continues its tradition of selecting 
the Top 10 Most Important Moments in Sports.   
 

Get in the conversation ς let us know if you agree or 
disagree with the selections.  
 

Like REALSPORTSMAG on        and  
follow us on        @realsportsmag 

              Youth Power 
Youth  and professional sports are littered with damaged goods 
ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ƴƻǘ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀŎǘƻǊǎΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ 
ƴƻǘ ŀ ƭŜŀƎǳŜΩǎΣ ƴƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀΩǎΣ ƴƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ 
limit the potential of young athletes τ it is the responsibility of 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ όŀƴŘ ȅŜǎΣ 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ōƭǳǊǊŜŘ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŎŎǳǊύΦ   
 

Despite the potential risks, REAL SPORTS commends the 
commitment 16-year-old pro golfer Lexi Thompson has to the 
ƎŀƳŜΦ  {ƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ hǇŜƴ ŀǘ ŀƎŜ мнΣ ǘƘŜ 
youngest ever to do so, and then she turned pro at age 15.  With 
a half-brother on the PGA tour and a brother playing golf in 
college, this is a family affair - can you imagine the family holiday 
get-togethers?   
 

Anyway, on Sept. 18, Thompson won the Navistar LPGA Classic, 
in Prattville, Ala., becoming the youngest winner of a LPGA event 
(16 years, 7 months, 8 days).  Thompson is no one-hit wonder, 
though τ she followed up with a victory at the Dubai Ladies 
Masters on Dec. 17.  

On the cover: Tennessee coach Pat Summit and 

Stanford coach Tara VanDerveer embrace prior to their 

teamôs match-up on December 20, 2011.  Summit was 

chosen as this yearôs Sports Person of the Year.   
 

As part of REAL SPORTS founding principles ï we are committed to 

showing womenôs sports in action ï bringing to life the intensity and 

feelings associated with womenôs sports.  We remain true to this concept.  

This year, there were fewer images available meeting this requirement. w
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http://www.facebook.com/pages/REAL-SPORTS-magazine/98744145771
https://twitter.com/


                Presidential Endorsement 
President Barrack Obama picked the University of Connecticut to 
ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлмм b/!! ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ 
because of his encounter with Maya Moore.  Regardless of the 
ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƛǎƭŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƛǘ ƻƴΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ 
when the president of the United States takes such an avid 
interest in the game and that he respects the talent of women 
players. Obama said: 
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"For my birthday I had a little all-
star game here, and we had 
Dwayne Wade, LeBron James and 
Carmelo Anthony and just a whole 
slew of all-stars.  And Maya, 
because I'd gotten to know her 
when she came here, was on the 
court. She lit the guys up and was 
playing hard, and they were 
playing hard. She picked Dwayne 
Wade τ sorry, Dwayne, but I've 
got to report on this τ I mean, she 
picked him clean on one play. So 
she can hang with the best players 
in the world, and she's a winner." 

While ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇƛŎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
NCAA title fell short (UConn was 
eliminated in the semifinals), 
Moore was drafted at the 
conclusion of the tournament, and 
she went on to help her team, the 
Minnesota Lynx, beat the 
 Atlanta Dream for the  
ŦǊŀƴŎƘƛǎŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ²b.! ǘƛǘƭŜΣ  
sweeping the best-of-five series 3-0.   

In 2011, Maya Moore concluded 

her stellar career at UCONN. 

#9 



LǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²b.! Ƙŀǎ 
been a haven for past NBA players and male 
ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎΣ  
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REAL SPORTS believes in putting the best with the best.  It was just 
nice to see that for the first time in WNBA history, both 
championship finals teams were coached by women τ Cheryl 
Reeve (Minnesota) and Marynell Meadors (Atlanta), who, by the 
ǿŀȅΣ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƘŜŀŘ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎΦ 
 

LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ²b.! Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ мрth 
anniversary.  However, because of the off-season nature of the 
league, players still need to hold other jobs, as evidenced by the 
vast number of players who play internationally. The league is on 
to its third president, and attendance for 9 of the 12 teams 
increased from 2010 to 2011  

 

              Standing Tall For What You Believe In 
For centuries, China was a leading civilization,  
outpacing the world in arts and sciences, but 
foreign challenges in the 19th and early 20th centuries caused 
havoc across the country, and its people found themselves under 
ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ 
sovereignty, imposed strong controls on everyday life.  
 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ Ŧŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǎΣ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘƘƭŜǘƛŎǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 
the importance of freedom of expression, exploration and 
commitment τ something hard to do under autocratic controls.  
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ REAL SPORTS recognize the staying power and 
commitment of Li Na, a 29-year-old tennis player who is the first 
Asian country representative to win a Grand Slam singles title (at 
the 2011 French Open) ,and she made it to the finals of the 2011 
Australian Open.   

#8 
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So why open with the historical perspective?  Li left the Chinese 
national team in 2002 for a variety of reasons, including 
challenges regarding who she could date, who her coach could 
be and how she would train.  Li used the break to study part time 
at the Huazhong University of Science and Technology (she 
ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎƳ ƛƴ нллфύΦ   
 
Li returned to the team in 2004, then she quit again in 2008 
when the opportunity presented itself for sports reform.  Under 
the terms of her release, Li was able to pick her own coach, hold 
onto the majority of her winnings (88 to 92 percent versus 
previous 35percent) and marry the man she felt was right for her.  
With her success in 2011, she serves as an inspiration for country 
and the region and shows that standing tall for what you believe 
can pay off in the long run. 

             bƻǘ ¸ƻǳǊ ¢ȅǇƛŎŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǇƻǊǘǎ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊ  
Get ready for even more GoDaddy.com promotions.  The 
company has done its market research, and the numbers show 
that running racy commercials are more successful than tamer 
and, to some, more boring commercials.   
 

In 2011, race-car driver Danica Patrick announced that she would 
be leaving the IndyCar series to race NASCAR full time.  As of Oct. 
2, Patrick left IndyCar racing with 50 completed races (the next-
ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƛǎ онύΦ  tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǇŜƴ-wheel 
racing is secure, with a third-place finish in 2009 at the 
Indianapolis 500 and a win in the 2008 Indy Japan 300 (the first 
woman to win an IndyCar race).   

#7 
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Patrick now drives the No. 7 GoDaddy.com Chevrolet Impala full 
time and hopes to build upon her recent success in NASCAR, a 
fourth-place finish on March 5, at Sam's Town 300 Nationwide 
Series Race at Las Vegas Motor Speedway.  
 
 
 
                 Leap of Faith τ Olympic Sports in a Non-Olympic Year 
CƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǇǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎƪƛ ƧǳƳǇƛƴƎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
pushing for gender equality.  Unlike the 2010  Vancouver Games, 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ 
Supreme Court, the 2014 Winter Games in Sochi, Russia, will not 
ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎƪƛ ƧǳƳǇƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
officially added.   

For years, the International Olympic Committee has rejected 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎƪƛ ƧǳƳǇƛƴƎΣ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ 
elite competitors. Unfortunately, REAL SPORTS has heard that 
ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ softball 
removal from competition, although that sport was caught in the 
ǳƴŘŜǊǘƻǿ ƻŦ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭΩǎ ŘŜƳƛǎŜΦ  With faith and the opportunity 
to compete, usually the best wins out.   
 

In ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎƪƛ ƧǳƳǇƛƴƎΣ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƘŀǊǎƘ 
conditions of heavy fog and strong winds at the Nordic world 
championships in Oslo, Norway, in March seemed to be the 
evidence needed to sway the voters.  Officials who decided to 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎƪƛ ƧǳƳǇ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
conditions deserve credit too τ the ability to demonstrate skills 
only happens if the competition goes on. 

#6 


